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Parshat VaYechi 
December 18, 2021 – 14 Tevet 5782 

 
Parshat Chaye Sarah starts off by telling us how old Sarah is and that she died 

at one hundred twenty-seven (127) years.  One would have thought that, by the 
name of the chapter, it would be a biography of her life; however, it is about her 
burial.  Here in Parshat VaYechi, one would think similarly with Ya’akov that it 

would serve as a biography of his life.  It is not.  It serves as Ya’akov’s “final 
arrangements” and the blessings/admonitions of his sons. 
 
We learn that “the days of the death of Yisrael are coming near…”  Ya’akov is 
sick, and he needs to do a life review.  He may be seeing his life passing before 
his eyes and he has a need to get certain things done.  His “moment of truth” is 

soon arriving and his soul will separate from his body and return unto G-d who 
gave it.  All of his days on earth will be assessed and reviewed, and hopefully, 

his soul will be worthy of coming closer to HaShem.  Heaven forbid a day is 
found to be “less than righteous.”  These days that Ya’akov has left are not 
many so they must be used wisely. 
 

Each and every one of us has been gifted with a specific number of days on this 
earth.  These days are known as “life.”  The days we fill with commandments 
observed are counted on our behalf and bring us closer to HaShem.  The days 
we fill with sin are counted against us and distance us from HaShem.  A wasted 
day is a lost opportunity for growth and spiritual development.  A day filled with 
good deeds is not only a day of personal growth but also a day of Heavenly 

purpose. 
 
What we should ask ourselves every day is; “How can I make this day count? for 
now and for later.” 
 
Good Shabbos!  
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